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The start of it all

Thoe wlelest rpeord of Beggne barbon eops can by found in the ancient Nibon Shoki{The Chiwililes of Jupans. Whin
Emperor Keiho® stopped in Boppu on eeluro from his conquest of tie Bumaso people in Kunbm, his privoce chef
funmid o obundpnce of bgcheguality slender bambyn gl made a dish bt This is considired 1 origin of ijiu
lairtibiii v fs

It was during the Muromachi Period that Beppu bamboo crafls became an avtisan eroft, Peddlers used bumboo
baskels 1o scll their products, and the bamboo crafts market was born

During the Edo Period the markit developed greatly. Beppus became famous os Japun's best medicinal hot springs
lucation. and people gathered from around the country. Evitryday necessilies made from bambno, such as baskets
and stroivers for coghing, were in high demand by the visitors, These products were also popular as souvenirs, and
the bambao crufls industry was establishod,

* The | 2th Emperor of Japan who reigned around the frst century. Father of Yamato Taleru no Mikats,
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1902(FRiA35)F  HIRF TRIEN¥E (B AFRIAF TR
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THMUMUR L2 EHRN TR A B AT TR R OBEET A L 54272 h . 1967 (U142 E.
EFRBF AN ITEORFTHNDAMBEE I BESNL LI, 20h 6 10E%D1979(MBHI54) 5., DIRFYT
HITTRLUREDEBEH 6 MERMTES DEEL B AOTT,

The era of development and preservation

Naturally, there were many banibis ernftamign in Beppu, Some developed exceptional skills and elevated their craft to
au art form, and (rom the Meiji Periog onwiard Beppu bamboo erafts becume known s an artisan crafi.

Various urganizations were establinhid (o train cvaftsimen and experiment with protaty pes.

1902 Bepyy Technical Apprentice Seliaol ( now Oita Prefectural Technicul High S¢fyol )

1936 Oita Prefeciure Technical Training Center for Beppn Crafis ¢ now Qita Prefeciuie Dumboo Crafts Training
Linter )

1950 Beppu City Crafts Research Center ( now Beppu City Traditional Bambea Craflts Center )

The Wepp burbos grofts lbistey fogished wnill the wid BG0s, when the nthisley (aok o blaw from the eniemenco
of vhepp plaspie prodie s, However. Ui oraftsmen of Beppn addptod ot markel linnge, levoragiog this Moy i
aleltls devimbited wyer shiw yenes wnd woeking primarily thesg edwetisngl anel tradiing inseintions, Beppu bainbos
crabi byeame o hlghegunllng wer v amd evolvod wichin it own Geld, ewticely wvepieie from eveeyduy morehaodise
Muny crnfvinan nonodly honed thed exafiing slolls, by slen created apmlietic Wy Bl faeas, o in 15HGT, Shonn
Shoumpal becunpe e it bamboo eenfisian tohe aamed o Living Nitosal Teoisies, About ien yeies babor) e (950,
Depp bindnbion erafis win destgnited o “Teadithonal Craft Lidustey” by e shiandindey of batarnational Trade and
Induntry.
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The useful application as a natural resource

There liave ulag been various elforts to uss the bamboo mer'e eifectively as g naturl resorce. Bamboo oot upread over 8
witde area and have & wiropger grip on soil than trees, which i why bamibos groves belp peivent lindalides, The fiker ol
bainboo {4 lang and thin, makidg it o better materinl for paper thin wod, Bambos ean bs used to make riyon, bambon
charcoal st activated charconl, as woll pa having 70% of the ealorific value of coal and B0 that of petrol, sa it could even
b 0 vinble green comscevativn and sustainnble fuel souree. The applicatlon of bamboo iy 2 matter of likerent in many

different feldn.
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The appeal of bamboo as a material

“The reasai wihy bamboo ciiifts devilagid In Hipmi # becuting Bipp has a lot of banilii, Il jtrows quickly. maturing
from shout | peeling just out af the ground | to fall sizg in just two  three months. They Tive fur abour 20 years. but tle
undergroubi Funt system cantinues t grow and protdhes tew disols, so it essence they live fryver,

Bambao is stiff but pliable, and it splits vertically inta long stips, This makes it easy to make bamboo sticks perfect for
crafts.
Fher ave asiind 120 ofpes of bmboo it word, and apporieiately GO0 in Jipan. Niners: perciik of Japitiosi: Giinboo

nre ougr of three typens madahe [ Japanese Titnlor Bt 0, osochient Moso Hambeo 1 and Bischikal Thenon Tanition ).
it preteeton: bossrs tie highest nanional groduetion of madike, which is the most pbundigt 15 of bk i fagin.

Beppo peiniarils vses at ke, mokaehiiisand o bamboi chlled ki toeilu Bk Bumibinn & it the banibog v fes
Inlustiy
Mosochlku Kurochiku

Madake

This il o sonaill basibeg 1l goiws 1o ba

Comprises around 80% of Ihe bamboo In  Orlginally from China, his bamboo is

Japen. The surlace Is smooth and
hairless with dark brown spots 11 is easy
10 process and bends llaxibly, lhus is \he
main malerial used in Beppu bamboo
cralls

(he largesi type found in Japan, Some
grow 1o be 25 melers lall and 20
cenlimelers In dlameler, It Is used to
make flowsr vases, pillars, bamboo
vessels and mors, and lis shoots are
odible.

Pruducts using ruw ban|bunare called sununad grosn producteimaged ), product
wil, tried in the sun and bleschiod white ) s cathél whivotmael white productssima
e weaving are called foymiod blavl produetes lnsged ),
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Our future with bamboo

Beppu is rare in Japon in that it produces young erafltsmen
every year. The eraftsmen create many works that are
casured ucross Jupan, both everyday products and artisnn
picces for modern use, The Beppu bamboo crafts industry
will continue Lo honor iy long tradition und respond flexibly
to the changes of cach era, and continue (v create hiswory.

tr

Hirde b v materq tall and Two to hres
canlimates in giametorn Tho bamboo
Ludne from wraen 16 loos as iF grows,
ond complately tlach In w wngla yam, i
I% usad o mako bambeo araits oy well
BB intenol nousing magerials, fxhing
pabey aid emmnastl lmnlos grouss

s u;:_ing proceail bamboot extracted of
4ed ), and gedicts dyed and lacquered
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